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DEFINITION OF BACKGROUND AND 
DEMOGRAPHIC SUBGROUPS 

 

The following are brief definitions of the background and demographic subgroups explored in the 

Monitoring the Future (MTF) national survey of 8th, 10th, and 12th graders’ attitudes toward and use of drugs 

(including alcohol and tobacco). A more thorough discussion of the findings can be found in Appendix B 

of the MTF Volume I monograph, Monitoring the Future National Survey Results on Drug Use, 1975-

2019: Volume I, Secondary School Students.4 (Note: All case counts provided in the tables are based on 

weighted Ns.) 
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Gender: 
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4Miech, R. A., Johnston, L. D., O'Malley, P. M., Bachman, J. G., Schulenberg, J. E., & Patrick, M. E. (2020, forthcoming). Monitoring the Future 

national survey results on drug use, 1975-2019: Volume I, Secondary school students. Ann Arbor: Institute for Social Research, The 

University of Michigan. 

The total sample of respondents in a given year based on weighted cases (set to equal 

the total number of actual cases). 

 

Male and female. Respondents are asked, “What is your sex?” Those with missing data 

on the question are omitted from the data presented by gender. 

 

Respondents are asked how likely it is that they will graduate from a four-year college 

program. College plans groupings are defined as follows: 

 

None or under four years. Respondents who indicate they “definitely won’t” or 

“probably won’t” graduate from a four-year college program. (Note that, among those 

who do not expect to complete a four-year college program, a number still expect to get 

some postsecondary education.) 

 

Complete four years. Respondents who indicate they “definitely will” or “probably 

will” graduate from a four-year college program. 

 

Those not answering the college plans question are omitted from both groupings. 

 

Region of the country in which the respondent’s school is located. There are four 

mutually exclusive regions in the US based on Census Bureau categories, defined as 

follows: 

 

Northeast. Census classifications of New England and Middle Atlantic states consist of 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 

York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. 

 

Midwest. Census classifications of East North Central and West North Central states 

consist of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, 

North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and Kansas.  

 

South. Census classifications of South Atlantic, East South Central, and West South 

Central states consist of Delaware, Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, and West 

Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, 

Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas.  
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1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990
Approximate weighted N = — 15,400 17,100 17,800 15,500 15,900 17,500 17,700 16,300 15,900 16,000 15,200 16,300 16,300 16,700 15,200

Total — 19.8 19.9 22.0 22.8 23.0 21.3 23.8 22.0 21.3 19.6 21.4 20.5 18.2 20.0 16.8

Gender:

  Male — 23.3 21.1 24.4 26.3 26.1 23.0 25.8 26.4 24.6 20.9 24.7 25.0 20.3 24.5 20.7

  Female — 16.1 18.5 19.6 19.8 20.2 19.7 21.9 17.8 18.2 18.2 18.6 16.2 16.6 15.7 12.8

College Plans:

  None or under 4 years — 23.8 23.4 26.7 24.2 26.5 26.4 26.9 25.7 24.7 22.0 24.0 24.5 20.7 23.7 17.3

  Complete 4 years — 15.8 16.8 17.9 21.5 19.7 18.0 21.8 19.2 19.2 18.4 19.9 18.6 17.2 18.6 16.4

Region:

  Northeast — 24.9 20.2 21.8 28.8 27.2 25.0 26.1 24.7 24.9 23.8 20.1 22.3 17.4 23.7 18.0

  Midwest — 22.1 23.3 24.0 23.0 23.7 22.9 27.5 24.0 24.1 19.3 25.9 21.9 23.1 21.4 17.7 Table continued on next page.
  South — 16.0 16.4 22.5 20.6 22.1 18.0 19.6 20.7 20.2 17.0 19.1 18.7 15.2 18.6 15.4

  West — 14.8 19.2 16.2 18.5 18.2 19.2 20.1 17.0 15.3 19.8 19.6 19.6 17.2 17.5 16.5

Population Density:

  Large MSA — 20.3 18.3 20.5 22.6 22.8 22.6 26.1 24.3 21.1 18.7 21.7 20.3 16.8 18.4 17.9

  Other MSA — 19.9 21.8 21.4 23.4 23.9 20.7 22.2 21.8 20.1 19.6 19.7 20.8 19.8 19.1 16.4

  Non-MSA — 19.4 18.8 23.8 22.3 22.1 21.2 24.1 20.5 23.0 20.2 23.9 20.2 16.6 23.7 16.8
Parental Education: a

  1.0–2.0 (Low) — 22.0 18.1 20.9 19.1 22.0 24.3 21.0 21.5 21.0 19.6 19.0 20.6 19.9 17.6 18.0

  2.5–3.0 — 22.8 20.4 23.7 23.6 23.9 21.3 24.7 23.6 25.5 20.4 24.2 21.2 21.6 18.1 16.4

  3.5–4.0 — 17.4 21.5 22.0 22.9 20.5 24.9 25.2 19.9 19.7 18.1 20.1 18.1 15.7 23.2 15.0

  4.5–5.0 — 18.0 16.7 18.6 24.7 24.8 14.7 21.3 22.6 20.0 20.2 20.4 21.8 16.7 20.9 18.5

  5.5–6.0 (High) — 14.0 24.9 22.5 23.2 23.6 19.5 28.1 20.4 17.5 20.6 22.0 22.2 16.4 16.3 19.4
Race/Ethnicity (2-year average): b

  White — — 20.5 22.1 23.6 24.1 23.3 24.2 24.5 23.0 22.0 22.0 22.6 21.3 21.0 20.7

  African American — — 10.5 7.7 8.4 11.1 10.6 8.6 10.9 11.2 8.0 7.5 6.2 7.2 10.4 9.6

  Hispanic — — 25.5 26.8 25.9 22.9 25.3 26.7 24.5 21.4 20.9 20.8 21.9 19.0 14.6 11.9

TABLE 114
LIQUOR: Trends in 2-Week Prevalence of 5 or More Drinks in a Row by Subgroups in Grade 12

Percentage reporting 5+ drinks in a row on one or more occasions
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